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Introduction
Wandsworth Living Streets is the borough group in Wandsworth of the national charity Living 
Streets, which stands up for pedestrians and works to create safe, attractive and enjoyable streets, 
where people want to walk.  We held our inaugural meeting on 8 November 2010, and this and all 
our subsequent public meetings have been held upstairs at The Alma pub.  We're most grateful to 
The Alma's management for providing an excellent venue.
 
In the run-up to our formation, we protested against TfL's proposed removal of eight signalised 
pedestrian crossings across borough of Wandsworth, resulting in our first campaigning success.
 
Robert Molteno kindly took on the role of honorary Secretary to support me as Chair and I'd like 
to thank him for all his support during the year.  Others got involved early on to help running the 
group – very many thanks to: Cyril Richert (who set up our website), Ian Ralph (who has been  
looking after our social media presence, and is also leading on health liaison and urban design), 
Alan Fennell (who volunteered to be our Hon. Treasurer) and most recently Susan Hoffman. I'd like 
to record the committee's thanks also to Reg Francis who initially was involved and gave us timely 
support on 20mph but had to step down owing to other commitments.
 
Overview of activities, November 2010 – end 2011
Capacity building and raising our profile
Our committee has been working hard to build our capacity as a community group and establish 
Wandsworth Living Streets as a 'new kid on the block'.  We also have a growing number of 
supporters on our email list (over 100), including a number of local councillors.  During the year, 
we've initiated contact with many other local groups and interested individuals, and have had  a 
number of useful meetings with councillors and officers.  Both a website and group bank account 
have now been set up.  Donations are always welcome if you have limited time but would like to 
support us.  Our website is at www.wandsworthlivingstreets.org
 
Public Meetings
We encourage anyone with an interest in our agenda to come along to our public meetings.  Since 
our inaugural meeting in November 2010, we have held several meetings:
19 January: SLOWER SPEEDS AND MORE PLEASANT TOWN CENTRES – Learning from 
elsewhere in London – Presentation by Jeremy Leach of Southwark Living Streets
19 April: LINKING HEALTH AND LIVING STREETS: IMPROVING HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING THROUGH BETTER PLACES? - Presentation and discussion led by Ian Ralph, urban 
designer
30 June: PEOPLE-FRIENDLY STREETS – GETTING CAMPAIGNING GOING (introduction 
to newly created Wandsworth Living Streets Website; video showing of Professor Danny Dorling 
(Sheffield University) making the case for 20mph; 20mph Campaign: Practical Steps)
26 September: HOW PEOPLE IN ISLINGTON WON THEIR CAMPAIGN TO GO 20mph - Talk 
by Caroline Russell (Chair, Islington Living Streets)
 
Consultation responses
- Submitted comments on Wandsworth Council's draft Local Implementation Plan (transport plan)
- Made comments in person at Ram Brewery exhibition
- Submitted suggestions for locations across Wandsworth for Barclays cycle hire docking stations
- Submitted comments on Putney station streetscape improvements
 

http://www.wandsworthlivingstreets.org/


Involvement in local campaigning
- Stopped the removal of signalised pedestrian crossings (part of TfL's 'Smoothing Traffic Flow' 
policy), noted above
- Partnership working on a community-led '20mph' campaign.  Wandsworth Living Streets 
organised production & printing of a leaflet which continues to be distributed borough-wide
- Presence at street stalls to raise profile of Wandsworth Living Streets and campaign on 20mph
- Supported local campaign in Lytton Grove to reduce dominance of motor traffic
- School crossing patrol service (Lollipop people) proposals (WLS contacted at the end of June by a 
WLS supporter concerning proposed abolition of service at Fircroft Primary School)
- Supported local action to lobby TfL to ensure needs of pedestrians not compromised at the Queens 
Circus section of Cycle Superhighway 8
 
Other resources sought and obtained
- Map showing 20mph zones (and 20mph limit areas) in LB Wandsworth as at late-summer 2011
- Map showing all types of recorded personal injury collisions in the borough over the three year 
period 2008-2010
- Electronic borough map showing three-year collisions overlain on 20mph map
- List of CPZ streets across the borough with Council-formalised pavement parking as of December
- T-shirt, business cards, small banner
 
Links with Living Streets in London and nationally
- London Campaigners Group meets regularly and WLS is involved in this (more very welcome).  
This group leads on London-wide campaigns e.g. 'City of 20' e-petition, and wider concerns 
in London e.g. several from Wandsworth Living Streets took part in Kings Cross vigil 
on 20 December 2011, and earlier Blackfriars demonstrations about TfL's stance of 
prioritising 'Smoothing Traffic Flow' over pedestrians and cyclists safety and amenity, and the 
pleasantness of our public realm.
- Chair took part in Living Streets annual supporters conference, held in June
 
Looking forward to 2012
We look forward to influencing the debate about the design and management of our streets and 
public realm in the run-up to the Mayoral and London Assembly elections on 3 May 2012.  In 
particular we are contributing to Living Streets London-wide 'City of 20' campaign – to introduce 
a 20mph speed limit on TLRN streets where people live, work and shop.  The breadth of this 
campaign is shown by the range of supporting organisations – 
See  http://e-activist.com/ea-action/action?ea.campaign.id=11810&ea.client.id=1719
Do sign the 'City of 20' e-petition if you haven't already done so!  We have supported the Putney 
Society in their excellent work highlighting air pollution in Putney; clean air here and throughout 
our city is likely to be a big issue in the May elections.  More generally, we will need to keep a 
watching brief on the effects locally of TfL's 'Smoothing Traffic Flow' policy on the safety and 
amenity of pedestrians and cyclists as vulnerable road users.
 
We are actively involved in the local '20splentyforus' campaign which is being led under the 
auspices of Wandsworth Environment Forum and this will continue to be a major focus of our 
work.
 
As a very new group, we will continue to develop our links with other local organisations, and 
encourage our supporters to join in campaigning activities.  We will also liaise with and lobby  
Wandsworth Council, Wandsworth NHS, Transport for London and other relevant bodies.
 
We thank all those who have helped in our campaigning and invite you to get involved in 2012.
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