
Annual Report - Wandsworth Living Streets group 
AGM, 9pm on Monday 8 April 2013

Introduction
Wandsworth Living Streets is the borough group in Wandsworth of the national charity 
Living Streets, which works to create safe, attractive and enjoyable streets, where 
people want to walk.  We held our inaugural meeting on 8 November 2010, and this and 
subsequent public meetings have been held upstairs at The Alma pub.  We're most 
grateful to The Alma's management for providing an excellent venue.

I'd like to thank our WLS Committee for all their support during the past year - Robert 
Molteno (Secretary), Cyril Richert, Ian Ralph, Alan Fennell (Treasurer), Susan Hoffman 
and, most recently, David Irwin.

Overview of activities, February 2013-present
Capacity building and raising our profile
We've continued to build our capacity as a community group and grow the number of 
supporters on our email list (currently over 100), including a number of local 
councillors.  Over the past year, we've strengthened links with other local groups 
including Wandsworth Environment Forum, and have been approached by interested 
individuals with particular concerns.  We've also raised our profile via meetings with 
councillors and officers.  You can follow us on Twitter @WandsLS  

We had put our website ( www.wandsworthlivingstreets.org ) on hold, thinking to make 
use of Living Streets website resources, but it now seems that that option won't be 
possible and so we will be seeking to use our website by keeping the content lively and 
up to date.  If you would be interested in helping us with this, please do let me or any of 
the rest of the committee know.

Donations are always welcome if you have limited time but would like to show your 
support for our work in the borough.  

Public Meetings
Since our AGM on 11 Jan 2012, we've had public meetings with speakers, as follows:

22 March: There's a salmon in my street! The outdoor child as an indicator species for 
the quality of urban environments - Tim Gill of www.rethinkingchildhood.com
27 November: New York’s Play Streets – Could Wandsworth do something similar? -  
Julia de Martini Day, LSE 'Cities' programme graduate, formerly of Transportation 
Alternatives
8 April 2013: Physical activity and health in Wandsworth – Houda Al-Sharifi, 
Wandsworth Director of Public Health

Consultation responses
- Members provided comments at Ram Brewery exhibition on 29 Nov/1 Dec 2012
- Consultation responses for Wandsworth Council's Penwith Street (Earlsfield) proposals 
and proposals for several residential streets in the Heaver Estate in Tooting
- Responded to the Council's consultation on its proposed changes to Putney High 
Street outside Putney Station
- Contributing to TfL's junction review

Involvement in local actions and campaigns
- Continued collaboration with WEF colleagues on a community-led '20mph' campaign.  
Let us know if you'd like WLS-produced printed leaflets for you to distribute amongst 
neighbours, friends, community groups.... Now gearing up to May 2014 local elections; 
we're supporting Living Streets 'Show you love 20mph' campaign
- Practical support to residents of Dover House Road, Lytton Grove (both in Putney) and 
Kersley Mews in Battersea; success in Lytton Grove in achieving a lorry ban
- Worked with Jon Irwin on his 'liveability' campaign in Fishponds Road area, Tooting; at 

http://www.wandsworthlivingstreets.org/
http://www.rethinkingchildhood.com/


key locations elsewhere in the borough; and generally, with an aim to making it easier 
for local residents to take actions to improve the safety & pleasantness of their locality
- Supported Putney High Street initiatives on air quality (led by the Putney Society) and 
subsequently a pedestrian-friendly design by local urban designer David Irwin.  We 
provided volunteers to participate in Putney High Street traffic surveying on two 
January mornings, to support David's initiative to make PHS a street for people.
- Set out our concerns about the effects on children's walking of the reduction in 
Wandsworth's school crossing patrol service
- Lobbied Transport for London (TfL) to ensure needs of pedestrians not compromised at 
the Queens Circus part of Cycle Superhighway 8
- Taken part in Living Streets pavement parking campaign.  We have a list of streets 
across the borough with Council-sanctioned pavement parking as of December 2011 – if 
this concerns you and you'd like to get involved, talk to any of us on the committee
- Have started looking at the case for a crossing on St John's Hill, to improve access to 
Clapham Junction Brighton Yard entrance.

Ongoing communication and outreach
- With Transport for London about pedestrian guard rail (St James's Drive SW17)
- Robert spoke about WLS to Wandsworth Older People's Forum
- Robert, Susan & Susie spoke to the Battersea Society about our work including 20mph
- Newsletter articles for the Battersea and/or  Wandsworth Societies
- Featured in local press coverage (spring 2012) of the opening of Wandsworth 
under-bridge - West-East 'active travel' link
- WLS contribution to recent WEF 'lorry danger' letter to Wandsworth Council, see 
http://traffikintooting.blogspot.co.uk/2013/03/safer-lorries-open-letter-to-wandsworth.html

Links with Living Streets in London and nationally
- London Campaigners Group meets regularly and WLS committee members try to go 
along.  This group focuses on London-wide issues and campaigns relating to liveable 
streets across our city – all with an interest in campaigning on this are welcome.
- Living Streets annual Supporters' Conference, 22 June – an opportunity to network 
with/be inspired by/share ideas with people with similar interests across the UK.

Looking forward to 2013
A major opportunity provided by the fact that public health is now Wandsworth 
Council's responsibility, as discussed earlier this evening.  We'd like to see a move 
away from the 'silo thinking' that predominates, towards a 'systems' approach that 
recognises that action's needed across many domains, and levels, in order to ensure 
that our borough supports and promotes walking, so that walking becomes the norm for 
local journeys for people of all ages and levels of mobility.

We look forward to influencing debates on the design and management of our streets, 
in advance of the May 2014 local elections.  In particular we are keen to contribute to 
Living Streets recently launched 20mph campaign; locally we are actively involved in 
the '20splentyforus' campaign under the auspices of Wandsworth Environment Forum.

Clean air and quieter streets, here and throughout the UK, are growing public health 
issues - and ones which walking, and active travel generally, can help address.

We remain alert to the potential effects of TfL's 'Smoothing Traffic Flow' policy on the 
safety and amenity of pedestrians and cyclists as vulnerable road users.

We'll develop our links with other local organisations and residents.  We'll also continue 
to liaise with/lobby Wandsworth Council, Transport for London & other relevant bodies.

We thank all those who have helped in our campaigning and invite you to get 
actively involved in the rest of 2013, and beyond.

Susie Morrow   Chair, Wandsworth Living Streets  8 April 2013
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