
Annual Report - Wandsworth Living Streets group 
AGM, 9pm on Monday 6 October 2014

Introduction
Wandsworth Living Streets is the borough group in Wandsworth of national charity Living Streets, 
http://www.livingstreets.org.uk  Since our inauguration in November 2010 we've held nearly all our 
public meetings at the Alma, to whom we're most grateful.  I thank our WLS Committee for all their 
support during the past 18 months - Robert Molteno (Secretary), Alan Fennell (Treasurer), Susan 
Hoffman, Cyril Richert, David Irwin and, until July 2013, Ian Ralph.

Overview of activities, April 2013-present
Capacity building and raising our profile
We've continued to build our capacity as a community group and grow the number of supporters on 
our email list (currently 180).  We've strengthened links with other local groups, and have been 
approached by interested individuals with particular concerns.  We've also raised our profile via 
meetings with councillors, Wandsworth Council and TfL officers, and are on Twitter @WandsLS  
Particular thanks to Robert for putting together briefings for all on  our email list as a way of keeping 
everyone updated on local issues of relevance to pedestrians and walking in our borough.  We need 
help with keeping our website [ http://wandsworthlivingstreets.wordpress.com/ ] up to date; if 
interested in getting involved this way, please let me or any of the rest of the committee know.  If you 
have limited time but would like to support our work, donations are always welcome.  

Public Meetings
Since our last AGM, on 8 April 2013, featuring Wandsworth Director of Public Health, we've had several 
public meetings:
Solutions for our streets featuring several speakers – 7 October 2013
Prospects for transport in London – Alex Williams, TfL Planning - 10 February 2014
Breathing streetlife into London: Practical ways to transform our local streetscapes – John 
Dales, Director, Urban Movement – 16 April 2014
and, this evening, Encouraging Walking & Cycling in Wandsworth with Jane Ellison MP.

Consultation responses
We have responded to a number of consultations, ranging from suggestions for the use of Wandsworth 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to a successful submission in support of a zebra crossing on 
Penwith Road and consultation meetings with TfL to discuss Nine Elms proposals and proposals 
for Wandsworth Gyratory system.  If you'd like to help WLS to get pedestrians' voices heard by 
responding to the never-ending (!) consultations, please get in touch.

Involvement in local actions and campaigns
Topics include 20mph campaigning (we are pleased to see Wandsworth Council's recent decision to 
introduce a 20mph speed limit in Furzedown and Bedford wards); people-friendly town centres, 
notably Putney and Tooting; Balham boulevard; improved provision for pedestrians to cross the 
road, with some successes (St John's Hill at Brighton Yard, Queens Circus); local air quality.

We have a list of streets across the borough with Council-sanctioned pavement parking – if this 
concerns you and you'd like to get involved in campaigning to support local pedestrians, let us know!

Looking forward to 2014/15
As noted at our last AGM, a major opportunity to promote walking and walkable streets is provided by 
the fact that public health is now Wandsworth Council's responsibility.  Clean air and quieter 
streets, here and throughout the UK, are growing public health issues - and ones which walking, and 
active travel generally, can help address.

We are starting to work with newly elected councillors on the design and management of our 
streets following the May local elections.  We are producing a set of policy proposals aimed mainly 
at local councillors.  We remain alert to the potential effects of TfL's 'Smoothing Traffic Flow' policy 
on the safety and amenity of pedestrians and cyclists as vulnerable road users.

We'll develop our links with other local organisations and residents.  WLS receives approaches from 
residents facing problems or who have visionary ideas for transforming particular streets, and WLS 
tries always to provide what support and expertise we can.  We'll also continue to liaise with/lobby 
Wandsworth Council, Transport for London, developers & other relevant bodies.

I thank all those who have helped in our campaigning and invite you to get actively involved 
in the rest of 2014, and beyond.
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