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TRAFFIC IN LONDON: A CRISIS LOOMING

Transport for London (TfL) predicts that the negative
impacts of traffic on the people of London and our
environment will continue to increase in the future. Over
the coming 15 years, traffic congestion and its related
problems are expected to increase by 60% within Inner
London, and between 15% and 25% in Outer London.
See Figure 1. If you think that the current situation is
bad, you can be certain it will get worse unless radical
action is taken.

walked for at least five minutes as part of longer
journeys.
Nearly half (45%) of households in the Borough do
not own a car. Instead they mainly use public
transport, bicycle or walk. 2
Of those who travel to work by public transport,
60% start or end their journeys by walking. 3

Walking is an important mode of travel:. What
affects the wellbeing of pedestrians is something that
affects everyone in Wandsworth. The Council’s policies
and actions regarding our streets, ‘the public realm’,
really matter. Conditions for walking should be given
more attention.
The current state of our streets impacts negatively
on Wandsworth residents, notably through:

Figure 1. Projected Traffic Congestion in 2031

Traffic congestion: Congestion costs - lost working
time, increased delivery costs, stress on car and bus
drivers and passengers. Wandsworth’s population has
risen by a staggering 18% in the last 11 years (to
308,000 in 2012 from 260,000 in 2001). 4,5 More people
= more traffic congestion.
Collisions and Injuries: 838 pedestrians were killed
or seriously injured in road crashes in London in 2013.
Pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists comprise 80%
of all such casualties.6 In Wandsworth the number of
KSIs (reported numbers of people killed or seriously
injured) rose by 10% over the two-year period 2010 to
2012 (from 1,024 to 1,122). Of these, 33% were
pedestrians, 28% cyclists and only 3% vehicle
occupants. It is pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists
who are at most risk.
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WANDSWORTH LIVING STREETS (WLS)

Air Quality – the unseen killer: London has the
highest levels of Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) of any capital
city in Europe, contributing up to 10,000 premature
deaths every year.7 Traffic accounts for 60% of the
NOx, and of this, 32% comes from cars, taxis and
motorcycles. See Figure 2. NOx emissions are just one
example of transport-related pollutants, carcinogenic
diesel emissions being another serious concern.

Wandsworth Living Streets is a local group of the
national charity, Living Streets, that campaigns for
safer, more attractive and healthier streets for all users,
in particular pedestrians.
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VISION FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

This document sets out Wandsworth Living Streets’
vision for transport in Wandsworth Borough generally,
and our streets in particular. This vision can reverse
current trends and avoid TfL’s prediction from becoming
a reality. It draws heavily on policies advocated by TfL.
As the authority with overall responsibility for London’s
transport there is much that must be done at a strategic
level. At a local level the task falls mainly to London
Boroughs and hence the purpose of this document is to
encourage Wandsworth Council to take a lead.
4

Wandsworth's statistics are shocking. Air pollution is to
blame for more than 100 deaths a year. 7.3% of all
deaths of those aged over 25 are attributed to poor air
quality. The Wandsworth Clinical Commissioning Group
has revealed that Wandsworth’s premature and overall
death rates due to respiratory diseases are markedly
higher than the national average, with poor air quality a
significant contributory factor.8
Noise Pollution: Noise can damage people’s health
(deafness, mental health, cardiovascular disease and
children’s cognition).9 The noise of traffic is often
ignored and yet it makes many of the borough’s roads,
especially shopping streets, unpleasant places to be.

WHY IS A VISION NECESSARY? Because:

Walking is not encouraged: Most Wandsworth
residents are pedestrians at one point or another in the
day (going to work, shops or local facilities, taking
children to/from school, etc.), and yet the environment
of our streets does not encourage this important means
of movement. The significance of walking is often
undervalued. Did you know that:-

•

Sedentary Travel: Lack of exercise, e.g. driving
instead of walking or cycling, is a major contributor to
risk of cardiovascular disease, obesity, dementia, some
cancers and diabetes in the population.10
Social Isolation: Some people, especially the elderly,
perceive streets as traffic-ridden, dangerous and
unpleasant. Reluctant to venture out, they suffer social
isolation and increased risk of depression as a result.

There are 12 million walking journeys in London
every day; a figure which has risen by two million in
the past five years.1 Of these, 6.4 million are for the
entire journey (26% of total journeys by all modes
of transport), whilst the balance (5.6 million) are
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Figure 2 : Sources of Nitrogen Oxides (Nox) in London

Source : Improving the health of Londoners: transport action plan

5

than half of that achieved in York (18%) and
Cambridge (15%).14 Much more could be done, for
example, installing more and better cycle parking
and the widespread introduction of contraflow (twoway) cycling to enable cyclists to avoid dangerous
junctions and lengthy detours.

A BETTER TRANSPORT FUTURE FOR
EVERYONE IN WANDSWORTH
A THREE PRONGED APPROACH

Our 3-pronged approach calls for more proactive
policies. Wandsworth Council has an opportunity to
improve our streets and make ‘the Brighter Borough’
even more attractive as a place where people will want
to live and work. The three prongs are summarised
below, with examples of some of the measures we think
that the Council should consider.

Other measures need to be pursued with vigour:
•

More car club spaces and car sharing schemes

•

Measures to discourage very short car trips
These could include stricter limits on off-street
parking provision in new developments, increasing
the cost of residents’ on-street parking permits,
less parking on busy roads (more space for cycle
parking and wider pavements for pedestrians), and
increasing penalties for parking offences.

•

Reducing the need to travel By encouraging
mixed use development (residential and
employment) the need to travel can be reduced.
Many new residential developments along the
Thames have failed in this respect. Conversion of
office space to residential, now permitted by
development regulations, must be resisted.

•

Promoting the concept of ‘London Villages’
This is in line with the recommendation of the
Council’s consultants in 2014 that each of our five
Town Centres should have a distinct local identity.
This could encourage people to focus their
shopping and social activities within their locality,
thereby reducing journey length and increasing
journeys on foot or cycle.

•

Working with Wandsworth Police to reduce
road danger at source
Recent 'hit and run' figures dramatically illustrate
the need for better traffic law enforcement.

A. Encouraging Better Means of Transport in
Wandsworth – ‘Mode Shift’
In Wandsworth 36% of all journeys made by residents
are by car or motorcycle. This is much higher than the
24% average for all Inner London. Yet the average
daily distance driven in Greater London by London
residents is only 1.5 miles (2.4km).11
Use of the private car for short journeys and commuting
is the main cause of the problems listed above. If all
these trips, except those which are essential, could be
made by another means of transport (bus, train, cycling
or walking) Wandsworth would be a more pleasant
place to live, work, shop and play. A change of culture is
required.
The Council is making progress:-

•

•

In 2003 the Council published 'A Walking Strategy
for Wandsworth' to encourage walking as a safer
and more attractive travel option. It listed 12
Objectives and 56 Actions, including a multiagency Walking Forum to implement the strategy.
Now is the time to set the strategy in motion.12
Cycling is on the Council’s agenda. The
percentage of journeys cycled to work by
Wandsworth residents has increased from 3.9% to
7.2% in the last 10 years.13 However, there is
scope to do better, as is recognised; 7.2% is less
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B. Health Dimensions of Transport

and is now trialling 20mph in Central London on a
number of Red Routes including Blackfriars and
London Bridges. Wandsworth should follow these
authorities' example rather than the current streetby-street (or area-by-area) consultation policy
that's expensive and time-consuming.19 As shown
by the trial in West Putney, 20 mph is popular, with
76% of residents supporting the trial.

The importance of transport policy for people’s health is
recognised by Transport for London (TfL) in its recent
publication 'Improving the Health of Londoners:
Transport Action Plan'.15 The Action Plan highlights that
active travel has clear health gains. All London
Boroughs should follow the lead set by TfL. Figure 3
illustrates the features of a healthy shopping street.
•
Figure 3 : Indicators of a healthy street (Source TfL)

Air Quality: Additional air quality monitoring
stations should be installed on other streets that
may suffer similar air pollution problems to that of
Putney High Street and Clapham Junction town
centre. Consideration should also be given to
borough-wide loading time restrictions on roads
with heavy pedestrian flows, such as town centres.
The Council should press TfL to introduce ultra-low
emission buses on all routes that pass through
streets with significant numbers of pedestrians.

C. Reinstating the sense of 'place' in our streets

Figure 4 : Function of streets in London

Town Centres

In parallel, there are other measures that should be
taken to increase people's health and wellbeing.
•

•

Road Safety: In 2013, Wandsworth Council
updated its Road Safety Strategy16 to deliver the
London Mayor’s target of a 40% reduction in the
number of people Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI)
by 2020. However approximately half of KSIs occur
on roads that are controlled by TfL. On 16
September 2013, the Council’s Strategic Planning
and Transportation Overview and Scrutiny
Committee agreed to press TfL for improved road
safety on those roads that TfL controls. This needs
to be followed up urgently.

Source : TfL

The Mayor of London has produced a Transport
Strategy 20 that recognises that streets have a dual
function of ‘movement’ and ‘place’, and that the former
too often dominates the latter. See Figure 4.

Speed: Evidence shows that a 20mph speed limit
is the gateway to improved road safety, via fewer
collisions and less severe injuries (when
pedestrians or cyclists are hit by motor vehicles).
Further benefits: better public health (as people
feel it is safer and more pleasant to cycle or walk),
less traffic congestion (as some former car drivers
begin to walk or cycle short journeys) and more
commercially vibrant streets (as people find they
are attractive places to visit and socialise). 17

The Council should seek ways to reinstate the sense of
'place' through a range of initiatives like those in Venn
Street (see Figure 5) and Van Gogh Walk in Lambeth,
and the proposals being considered for Queensway,
Westminster, as shown in Figure 6.
Positive experience from elsewhere suggests the
following measures might be appropriate:•

Nearly 13 million people now live in UK areas with
20 mph as the default speed limit on residential
and urban streets18. Many London Boroughs are
already 20mph places or plan to go ‘Total 20’. All
borough-managed roads in Camden, Islington and
the City of London are 20mph, with Southwark
about to follow; Lambeth and Lewisham have
pledged to go 20 too. Tower Hamlets, Croydon and
Hammersmith & Fulham are all considering
20mph’s benefits. And TfL has dramatically shifted
policy in favour of 20mph over the last two years,

•
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Reallocate carriageway space between motor
vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians in favour of more
pavement space for pedestrians (as at Clapham
Junction) and more on-street protection and
parking for cyclists.
Differentiate carriageway surfacing in order to
signal to drivers that they are in a different kind of
road space where they can expect more
pedestrians. St John’s Road, Battersea, is a good
example.
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•
•
•

•

•

Where appropriate, use shared space to reduce
the dominance of traffic and enhance the
environment for pedestrians. See Figure 7.
Improve the standard, safety and number of
pedestrian crossings and provision for crossing
generally. See Figure 8.
Make streets more attractive. Encourage
shopkeepers and landlords to 'green' their
premises and beautify the upper floor fronts. See
Figure 9. Businesses could sponsor landscaping
and public seating. And plant more street trees
and encourage guerilla gardening by residents.
Make the pavement more pleasant and safer for
pedestrians to use. Remove clutter and guard rails.
Ensure that uneven pavements are promptly
attended to. See Figure 10.
Unless there is a good case otherwise, introduce a
20 mph speed limit. Less speed equals less noise,
disturbance, severance, and intimidation and risk
to pedestrian - and indeed all - road users.

Figure 6 : Proposals for Queensway

Figure 5 : Reinstating the sense of place

Figure 7 : Proposed shared space in Putney High Street

Figure 8 : New solutions for crossing junctions

Venn Street in Lambeth was upgraded in 2011 with
decluttering, new paving and re-positioning on-street
parking. The space is now used flexibly so that at
weekends vehicle access is restricted to enable a lively
street market to take place
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Figure 9 : Beautification of upper floors

•

Essential vehicle users and motorised service
providers will complete their journeys more reliably
as a result of less traffic congestion.

•

Local businesses will benefit as residents choose
to walk or cycle to more attractive local shopping
streets.

Wandsworth Living Streets is not a lone voice in
discussions about how to improve our streets. A Roads
Task Force21 was set up as an independent body by the
Mayor of London in 2012 to tackle the challenges facing
London's streets and roads. Their vision for a typical
London high street is illustrated in Figure 11.
7

THE PRICE OF INACTION

All of us will pay a heavy price if Wandsworth Council
does not take a lead in transforming transport in our
borough. The price can be summarised as :Figure 10 : Pavement clutter on Garratt Lane

•

Ongoing toll of deaths and injuries on our roads,
with pedestrians and cyclists bearing the brunt.

•

The unseen toll of suffering and premature deaths
of Wandsworth residents as a result of air pollution.

•

Traffic congestion on Wandsworth’s roads getting
worse, with car drivers, cyclists, pedestrians and
local businesses all paying a price.

•

A much less attractive, less people-friendly, less
vibrant public realm than we could have.

•

The ongoing public health issue of lack of physical
activity in people's daily lives, arising directly from
many people's reluctance to walk or cycle,
remaining largely unaddressed.

•

Continuing falls in turnover and the accelerated
decline of many shops in the borough.

We believe that, given Wandsworth's current transportrelated problems, the scale and pace of action to
address them needs to increase radically.
We look forward to discussing our proposals with
Wandsworth Council and all organisations and
individuals that can help effect change.
6

WHO WOULD BENEFIT
Wandsworth Living Streets, December 2014
Additional copies can be obtained by post or
electronically by emailing the Secretary, Wandsworth
Living Streets at Robert.Molteno@gmail.com or
phoning 020 7223 0408.

The whole Wandsworth community.
•

Pedestrians will be safer as the volume and speed
of motor vehicles reduces and the air becomes
cleaner. Encouraged by this, people will choose to
walk (or walk more), leading to a general
improvement in the health and wellbeing of
residents.

•

Cyclists will experience less fear and danger and
breathe cleaner air. More people will choose to
cycle and thereby improve their and others' health.

•

Bus passengers will enjoy a more reliable and
faster service owing to the reduced number of
private cars on our roads.
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Figure 11 : Recommendations of the Roads Task Force

Priorities :A high-quality environment for pedestrians, with good and frequent (informal) crossings
Good facilities for service vehicles to ensure local businesses can easily receive deliveries
Road safety and slower speed environment
Accessibility for sustainable modes (bus/cycle)
Providing for other users :To get the right balance at high streets journey times might increase for some users but this should be offset by increased reliability
and improved road safety
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