
Benefits for older people 

Roads that are difficult to cross and are filled with noisy, fast-moving traffic, deter 

some older people from going out of their homes. A 20 mph speed limit makes streets 

less intimidating. Older residents will feel more confident about going out to local 

shops and services, visit friends,  and enjoy our parks and commons. 

 

 

 

Any Questions or Worries about 20 mph ? 

The Wandsworth Living Streets website at http://wandsworthlivingstreets.org.uk/ has 

Frequently Asked Questions.  You will find lots more information there and many of 

your questions answered. For example: How much difference will 20 mph make?  Will 

20 mph be enforced? What will its impact be on drivers? Will car journeys take longer?   

 

How to contact Wandsworth Living Streets 

Write to us at 19 Barnard Road, Battersea, London SW11 1QT. Or email us at 

livingstreets.wandsworth@gmail.com  You can also follow us on Twitter at @WandsLS  

 

20 MPH SPEED LIMIT ON THE 

STREET WHERE YOU LIVE ? 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY  -  RESPOND TO THE 

COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION 
 

A Consultation on a lower speed limit is 

taking place now across our whole Borough 

of Wandsworth.  

 

For years, more and more residents in every 

part of the borough have been pressing the 

Council to lower the speed limit from 

30mph to 20mph in the interests of safety.  

But the only way we have been able to get 

the speed limit lowered has been a 

laborious process of petitioning the Council 

street by street.  

 

The result is a patchwork quilt with some streets remaining 30mph and others now 

20mph. Sometimes, the speed limit even changes from one section of street to 

another. The Council has now recognised that feeling is so widespread on this issue 

that the time has come to ask residents for their views across the whole borough. This 

is taking place now. 

 

We residents are being asked our views mainly on changing the speed limit on 

residential roads. But the Council is also asking for our views on Main Traffic roads. 

These are usually roads that are partly residential and partly local shopping streets. 

 

The proposed reduction in speed limit from 30mph to 20mph will not apply to the 

small minority of major roads which are managed by Transport for London (about 7% 

of the total). See map below. 

 

How to respond to Wandsworth Council’s consultation  

You can find it at 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200435/consultation/2100/borough-

wide_20mph_speed_limit 

20 mph on Old York Road, Wandsworth, helps to promote a place to visit and be in  
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The consultation is on-line.  It is very easy to indicate your Yes or No preference and 

will take only a minute or so. In responding to the question about whether you also 

want 20mph on all or some Main Traffic roads, the questionnaire gives you a map (as 

shown in this leaflet) of these roads and a list. There are 38 such roads.  

 

If you wish to respond in writing, phone the Council on 020 8871 6000, and ask them to 

send you the Borough-wide 20mph limit consultation response form. If you do not 

receive the form please let Wandsworth Living Streets know (our address is on this 

leaflet) and we will record each request and pursue the matter with Council officers. 

 

Closing date: The Council did not set a closing date when the Consultation went on its 

website. It is likely to be mid-May 2016.  

 

Why 20mph is good for all of us 
All over the UK, local communities have voted to go 20mph. Today some 13½ million 

people live in towns and cities where their local authorities have implemented 20mph 

on residential roads. And in London, six boroughs now have 20mph on all their roads, 

with three more rolling it out during 2016. In Inner London over half the population 

now live on 20mph streets. 

  

Fewer pedestrian casualties 

In our Borough, there were 1,124 road casualties in 2014. This was an increase of 13% 

over the previous year.  Of those injured, 200 were pedestrians – an increase of 23% 

over the previous year.  A 20mph speed limit will reduce those numbers because 

drivers will have more time to react and avoid a collision.   According to the Highway 

Code,  the typical stopping distance for a vehicle travelling at 20mph is only 40 feet, 

about half the distance (75 feet) for vehicles being driven at 30mph.  Slower speeds 

also mean injuries tend to be less severe, in the event of a crash. 

 

Fewer cyclists injured 

Between 2000 and 2013, the proportion of road casualties who were cyclists in our 

borough rose from 12% to 29% of the total number of people injured.  The actual 

number of cyclist casualties rose from 170 in 2000 to 290 in 2013. In 2014, the figure 

rose further to 324 – nearly one person every day. Slower vehicle speeds will mean 

fewer injured cyclists. 

 

Less rat-running 

If all residential roads are 20mph, drivers will not save time by using them. 

 

Quieter streets 

The faster a vehicle goes, the more noise its tyres and engine make. Slowing vehicles 

down will make our residential streets more peaceful. 

Cleaner Air 

Diesel engines, recent Imperial College research shows, produce fewer harmful 

emissions at 20mph than at 30mph. Slower, more smoothly flowing traffic also helps 

improve air quality. 

 

Cutting congestion 

20 mph helps reduce the number of private vehicles on the road, as do improvements 

in London’s public transport. This means less congestion and less delay for drivers who 

have to use their vehicles for work or other reasons. 

 

Helping us be healthier 

20mph makes our streets safer and more attractive for walking and cycling. Parents 

may then be more inclined to let their children walk or cycle to school. And the just 

over half of households who own cars in the borough may use them less for very short 

trips. So more of us, adults and children, may take the daily exercise good health 

requires. 

 


